Thebacha & Wood Buffalo

Dark Sky Festival
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What is the Dark Sky Festival (DSF)?

The DSF is a multi-day family-oriented festival that will
provide everyone with an opportunity to explore the
wonders of the universe and the science that makes it all
work.

The afternoon programs offer a range of activities where we
attempt to answer your questions about space and science
through fun and interactive programs as well as
presentations.

The evening roster showcases our legendary northern
hospitality The entertainment also includes activitiesin a
relaxed setting. Once the sky darkens, mother nature takes
the spotlight by putting on a spectacular display in the night
sky.

| am new to astronomy - | don’t have a telescope. Will |
be able see something through a telescope?

During the DSF we setup an assortment of telescopes for
people to view through. As well, we have workshops on
basic telescope use, navigating the night sky and more.

Who can register and attend?

Registration to the DSF is open to anyone. Youth (under 18
yrs.) are welcome, however, they must be accompanied by
and under the supervision of an onsite adult or guardian
who is registered.

What is the Registration Deadline?
Deadline to register is: September 1, 2026

Why do you need to register?

It helps us assure the overall quality of the festival. It also
assists us in coordinating activities and all the other logistic
and organizing needs.

Do we have to register if we want to attend for one day
or night?

YES, we ask that everyone to pre-register. We offer a Full-
Event Pass (Thu - Sun) for attending all activities. Persons
wanting to attend for one or two days can purchase day
passes.

Frequently Asked Questions

Frequently Asked
Questions

How much does it cost to register?
Registration fee for the DSF is;
Adults
* 4-day pass (all-inclusive pkg) S 100.00
* 1-day pass (Thu, Fri& Sun) $30.00/day $35.00 for Sat.
Youth (under 18 yrs old)
* A4-day pass (all-inclusive pkg) S 60.00
* 1-day pass (Thu, Fri& Sun) $20.00/day $25.00 for Sat.

Pets (Dogs)

If you bring your pet (dog), it must always be on a leash and
under control at all times. We have equipment setup and
there is a good chance that a leash will get tangled in the
tripods. As well, some people get anxious near dogs and we
want all participants to feel save.

Do cell phones work at DSF?
While in Fort Smith you will have cell phone service. There
is NO cell phone service beyond 25 kms of Fort Smith.

I am unable to attend the festival because ,canl
get a refund?

If you cancel before August 28th (5:00 pm), we refund your
registration fee (minus 10% administration fee).

There will be NO refunds offered after August 28th.

If the weather is bad during the festival can | expect a
refund?
NOPE. The DSF is a rain or shine event.

| was unable to register before the deadline. Can you
make an exception for me?

NO. To be fair to everyone and for planning purposes, we
hold to the registration deadline and our capacity limit, no
exceptions !

Want to volunteer?

The organizers can always use an extra hand or two during
the festival. We can assure you that there will be plenty of
on-site opportunities available. Just let the festival
organizers know you are interested!
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